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ln today's tight labor markets, there is strong demand for child care ...

O 63 percent of chitdren ages 0 to 5 have a[[ their parents in the labor
force.

O More than 45,000 young chitdren need care from caregivers other than
their parents.

... and suppty fatls short of demand

O Licensed chitd care facitities in Montana onty have capacity to serve
about 40 percent of children who potentiatty need care.

O Montana ranks 40th in the nation in child care avaitabitity.

Chitd care costs are a large expense for famities

O On average, Montana famities pay over $g,OOO
annuatty for infant care and a[most $A,OOO

for a preschoo[-age chitd.
O lnfant care in Montana costs 25 percent

more than state-resident tuition and fees at
Montana State University.

O For families with median state income, care
for one chitd costs 11 percent to 13 percent of
famity income.

Early care is good for businesses ...

o Avaitabitity of affordabte, quality chitd care can help attract and retain emptoyees with young children.
O Parents who have consistent, quatity chitd care are less tikety to miss work, more likety to return to work

after parental [eave, and are more productive when they are at work.
o Research shows that U.S. businesses lose nearly S13 bi[tion annuatly in reduced revenue and hiring

costs due to inadequate chitd care for chitdren under age 3.

... and taxpayers

O lnvestments in quatity early care and education can yield as much as St0 to society for every $t
invested, particutarly when reaching chitdren from disadvantaged circumstances.

O Taxpayers benefit through reduced need for socia[ assistance, increased income tax revenue, less
burden on the criminal justice system, fewer children needing remedial education services, and fewer
children repeating grades in school.

Reference: Rob Grunewald and Tegan Lane. Early Childhood Development in Montana. Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis
Community Devetopment Report, January 2018.

Early chitdhood provides the foundation for
tife-tong [earning

O The foundation for the hard and soft skitts
sought by employers is devetoped in early
ch itd hood.

O Neuroscience shows that the first few
months and years of tife have a strong
influence on the skitts a child cuttivates in
school and brings to the workForce as an
ad ult.



Funders for Montana's Chitdren is a group of foundations from across Montana that have come together
with the Federat Reserve Bank of Minneapotis and its Helena Branch ofhce to disseminate information
about earty chitdhood data and resources in Montana and foster partnerships to address key issues facing
young children and their famities. Our goat is to increase access to high-quatity, affordabte chitd care

for chitdren ages 0 to 3 to hetp ensure a promising future for Montana's children and produce a gtobatty

competitive workforce for Montana businesses. Our strategy is to mobilize the private sector in Montana to
create a statewide network of business leaders who:

O LEARN-what business leaders are doing within their companies and communities to support earty care.
O SHARE-stories from communities about innovations in earty care and workptace practices.

O EDUCATE-business leaders and policymakers about earty care as a criticat worHorce and economic
issue for Montana.

O IOIN-a network of Montana business leaders to facititate learning sharing, and educating.

For more information, visit Funders for Montana's Children at www.fundersformontanaschitdren.org or
e-mail partners@funder#ormontanaschildren.org.

Chitd Carc Capacity as a Percert of Chitdrcn Under Age 5, by County

For exampte, a county with 50 percent has one [icensed chitd care space for every two chitdren under age 5 and
a county with 10 percent has one licensed chitd care space for every 10 chitdren under age 5.
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Montana Department of Labor & lndustry September 2018.
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t Early childhood development is the compelting ecanomic,

social, ond morol issue of our time. lt helps provide oll
children with the opportunity they deserve to develop their
notural abilities. lt is olso the most effective way to build the

workforce and customer base we need. lnvesting in young

children's healthy development is o financial and social
imperative for any cauntry. '
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